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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PERCEPTION OF THE MASCOTS OF THE YOUTH
OLYMPIC GAMES FOR NATIONS AND THEIR CONNECTION WITH OLYMPISM
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Research relevance: The Olympic
Games is undoubtedly the world’s greatest
sporting competition and visual exhibition
and is, perhaps, the most important
international event with considerable social,
cultural, and economic implications [2].

The mascot, torch, and medals serve as
highly effective tools for expressing the
visual design concept associated with these
items. Through careful observation of the
ideas showcased in each Olympic Games,
one can discern the host country's sport
spirit and cultural characteristics [7].

The Olympic mascots serve as rep-
resentatives of the host city for a period of
three years leading up to and during the Ga-
mes. In this significant role, mascots are
considered icons, representing and symboli-
zing something beyond themselves. The-

refore, the mascots themselves become
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icons of the city that is hosting the Games
[4].

According to the International Olympic
Committee, the mascots

Olympic are

referred to as "the ambassadors of the
Olympic and Paralympic Games." They
symbolize the essence of the Olympics and
fulfill  a

welcoming athletes and visitors to the Games

crucial function by warmly
[1]. They are important carriers of Olympic
culture. They embody the Olympic spirit and
also convey the concept of hosting the
Olympic Games, the history, culture and
humanistic spirit of the host city [6].

In the history of the Olympic Games,
in 1972, at the
Then the

mascots became mandatory in the Olympic

mascots first appeared
Munich  Summer Olympics.
Games. They are one of the best ways to get
youth in the Olympic spirit and to get kids
involved, with the visible face and popularity

of the Olympic Games. In this direction, the
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use of mascots for advertising and populari-
zation of the Olympic Games has become
inevitable.

Young athletes (even child athletes)
have always participated in the Olympic Ga-
mes, but the holding of the Youth Olympic
Games (YOG) is a new step in the systematic
dissemination of elite sports among the child
population [5].

As stated by Jacques Rogge, President
of the International Olympic Committee
from 2001-2013, "The vision of the Youth
Olympic Games is to inspire young people
around the world to play sports, to be part
of sports, and to teach the traditional values
of the Olympic Games, which are the pursuit
of excellence, friendship and mutual res-
pect, and also respect for social values such
as the environment. It is important that
young people learn about important issues
such as the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, the
dangers of doping and the role of acting as
sports ambassadors in their communities”
[12].

Research aim: The aim of the of the
research was to reveal the significance of the
mascots of the Youth Olympic Games for the
nations from the point of view of perception

and their connection with the Olympic ideas
and values.

Research methods and organization:
During the research, 7 mascots of the Youth
Olympic Games were studied. The method
of studying and analyzing literature sources
was applied.

Research result analysis: The mission
of Youth Olympic Games is to “Organize an
event to educate, engage and influence
young athletes inspiring them to have an ac-
tive role in their communities” [15].

The format of the Youth Olympic Ga-
mes is every four years with the first inaugu-
ral Games in Summer 2010 and in Winter
2012 [3].

In 2010, The Youth Olympic Games
took place in Singapore. The mascots of the
games were Lyo (pronounced Leo) and
Merlin. Lyon is short for "Lion of the Youth
Olympics" (Picture 1-a). In their roles as
mascots for Singapore 2010, Lyo, a lion cub,
represents the values of Excellence and
Friendship, while Merly, a merlion, em-
bodies the values of Excellence and Respect.
Through their engaging deeds and capti-
vating narratives, they will actively promote
the Olympic Values of Excellence, Friend-

ship, and Respect [19].
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Picture 1. Youth Olympic Games mascots

According to the SYOGOC [13], “Lyo is
short for ‘Lion of the Youth Olympics’. A
sports lover, he is fun-loving and hopes to
inspire young people to keep fit and enjoy
sport for life. He symbolizes young people’s
boundless energy, their determination to live

life to the fullest and zeal to strive for
excellence”. The second mascot, “Merly, got
her name from ‘mer’ (meaning the sea) and
‘ly’ stands for liveliness and youthfulness. A
passionate advocate of environmental pro-
tection, Merly believes that everyone has
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unique a role in striving towards a

sustainable future. She also wants to
encourage young people to play an active
role in their communities and promote
respect for one another”.

Yoggl (Picture 1-b) was the Innsbruck
2012’s mascot and it was presented to the
public at the opening of the Youth Olympic
Games Snow Festival in the center of
Innsbruck. The name Yoggl is based on the
rustic nickname "Joggl" for Jakob, which is a
traditional and very common Tyrolean
name, adjusted with a "Y" at the beginning.
The name contains the abbreviation “YOG”,
making the mascot part of the Youth
Olympic Games. Yoggl's sporty appearance
reflects the athletic aspect of the Games, and
his  youthful character sparked the
enthusiasm of young people from all over
the world for the first Winter Youth Olympic
Games as well as the Olympic values of
friendship, respect and excellence [16].

The 2014 Summer Youth Games took
place in Nanjing, where the mascot was
Nanjinglele (Picture 1-c). In its written form,

the name is made up of two identical Chinese

characters: #hfh. The one on the left

represents the rain flower stone, while the
one on the right is the symbolic name of
Nanjing (“the City of the Stone”). “Lele”
refers to the noise Yuhua stones make when

they come into contact with each other and

is pronounced in the same way as the
Chinese word meaning “happiness” or “joy”
[10].

Nanjing is famous for its Yuhua stones,
which lie on the bed of the Yangtze River and
are slowly polished smooth by action of the
water. Known as “rain flower stones”, these
alluring, translucent pebbles come in shades
of red, pink, yellow, white and green.
Nanjinglele wears the colour red as a sign of
enthusiasm, blue to signify kindness and
selflessness; yellow to symbolise motivation
and initiative and green to adhere to vitality
and a peace-loving spirit. As we can see,
Nanjinglele represents four colors of the
Olympic flag [20].

In 2016, Norwegian Lillihammer hosted
the Winter Youth Olympic Games. The
mascot was Sjogg (Picture 1-d), a sporty-
looking lynx whose clothing illustrates the
look of the Winter Youth Olympic Games
Lillehammer 2016 [8].

In 2018, and for the first time ever, the
YOGs were held outside Eurasia and in the
southern hemisphere [14]. The mascot,
#Pandi (Picture 1-e), is inspired by the
jaguar. The name combines its scientific
name (Onca panther) with the acronym “di”,
because of its high digital profile. The
mascot will seek that youth embrace sports
as a tool to build a better world, and to raise
awareness about the current dangers faced
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by jaguars in order to survive. Olympic
mascots are ambassadors of the Games and
have a fundamental role in spreading the
values of friendship, respect and excellence
[9].

Yodli, the mascot of the 2020 Lausanne
Youth Winter Olympic Games,is a hybrid
animal, composed of several emblematically
Swiss animals that live in the Swiss
mountains: a cow, a goat and, of course, a
St. Bernard dog (Picture 1-f). Their different
characteristics and relationships with the
environment are embodied in Yodli, who
signifies the diversity of the participants of
the Winter Youth Olympic Games Lausanne
2020 [17].

Yodli's name was suggested by a group
of children (10-12 years old) who attended a
workshop to help the Organizing Committee
with their search. The name was inspired by
yodelling, a singing technique performed in
Switzerland and part of France, the two
countries that hosted the Games [11].

The Dakar Youth Olympic Games were
originally scheduled to be held from October
22 to November 9, 2022, but due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
postponed until 2026.

The 2024 Winter Youth Olympic Games
will be held in Gangwon. The Organizing

event was

Committee of the 2024 Winter Youth Olym-
pic Games in Gangwon (YOGOC) unveiled
the mascot "Moongcho". Moongcho comes
from the Korean word "Moongchida", which
means to bring together various thoughts
and powers. The mascot is a snowball ema-
nating from a fight between Soohorang and
Bandabi, the mascots of the Pyeong Chang
2018 Olympic and Paralympic Winter
Games [18].

Conclusion: Studying the mascots of
the Youth Olympic Games, we can note that
they are mostly presented in the form of
animals. It is noteworthy that the mascots
express some element of national culture,
or, in other words, express the culture of the
city or country representing the Games.
Here it is necessary to emphasize that
mascots are an excellent way to present the
culture and history of a country or city to the
whole world thanks to the Games.

The mascots of the Youth Olympic
Games express the fundamental values of
Olympism, carry the colors of the Olympic
flag, are a source of inspiration and striving
for excellence among young people, and are
a call to all mankind to make the world
better, cleaner and peaceful.
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nMUSULELUL OLhUMPULUL UMb FULhUUULLEMP CLUULU UL
Lecutuunk@3NhLLE dNINYNRCPALENh UUUN B4 HPULS bune
OLhUMbRU P <6S
3nt. §. Aphgnpwit, U. 4. Udbiphujwts
Lwywuppwp phahlwlywts hnypnipuyh b uynpiph
whypwlwt huuphipnup, Gplwt, <wywuynub

uveneughr

Unwugpwjht pwnbp: Ohdwyhwlwu fuwnbp, pwihudwy, ohdwhwlwu npny,
dowynyp, YEunwup:

CEnwqgnuiniejut wpnhwlwunipyniu: Ohdwhwlwt fuwnbph wwwdnyejwu dby
pwhudwuubpu wnweht wugwd h hwjn Glwt 1972 pwlwupht’ Ujnwfubuh wdwnwhu
olhdwhwlwu fuwnbipnud: Wunthtivle ohdwhwlwt fuwnbpnd pwihudwuubpp wwp-
wnwnhp nwpdwu: fFwihudwup, owhp b dGnwubpp dwnwjnuwd Gu npwtiu wyu hptiph htiwn
Yuwwywsd nbunnwywu nhqwjuh hwibigwwpgqu wpunwhwjnbine gwn wpryniiwybin
qnpdhputin: Nipwnhp nhinwplting jnipupwsing ofhdwhwlw fuwnbipnud gnigunnynn
qunwthwpubpp’ Ywpbih £ wnwppbipt punniunn Gpbph - dwpqulwt hnght
dowynipwiht wnwuduwhwwnyniyeniuubpp:

CEnwgnuinejut tywwnwyp: Pugwhwjnt Mwunwublwu ohdwyhwlwl fjuw-
ntph pwihudwuubph Uwuwynyeniup dnnnynipnubiph hwdwp pulwdwu b ojpd-
whwwu qunwthwpubiph nt wpdtiputiph htivn uwh nbuwuyniuhg:

CEnwqgnuinyeyuu dpnnutpp b juqiwybpwynuip: <Gunwgnunnipjwl pupwg-
pnwd nwunwduwuppdt] Gu Mwwwublwtu ohdwyhwywu fuwnbpph 7 pwhudwutbp: Yp-
pwnybi £ gpuwlwuniygjut wnpnipubph nwnduwuppniejwu W ybpndnieiwu dbennp:

Uwnwgywé wpnyniupubpp Epindnyeyniu: Mwunwublwu ojhdwyhwywl fuwntipph
wnwpbnyeniut ' «fuqdwybpwbp dhongunnud® Ypebint, ubpgpwydbint b wgnbine
Gppwnwuwpn Jwpghlubph pw' ngbousting upwug whunhy nbpwlwwnwpnud niubuwg
hpGug hwdwjupubpnd»: Nwnuwuppbin wwwnwublwu ojpdwyhwlwu fuwnbph pw-
(hudwuubpp' Ywpnn Gup by, np npwup hhduwwund ubpyujwgywsd Gu YEunwuhubph
wbupny: <wunlwtowlwu &, np pwhudwuubpt wpnwhwjnnud U wqquihtu dowynyeh
hug-np nwnn, Yud, w)) Yepwy wuwd, wpunwhwjnnid Gu fuwnbpp ubiplwjwgunn pwnwph
Yuwd tpyph dawynypep:
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Cwdwnnun  Ggpulwgnieyniu: Mwwnwubwu ohdwhwlwu fuwnbph pwhu-
dwubpt wpnwhwjinnuwd G ohdwhqdh hpduwpwp wpdbputipp, Ypnw Gu ohdwyhwywu
npn2h gnyubipp, ngbigtusdwt wnpnip W gipwquugnigjw dgunnud U Gphunwuwnpnubph
opowunid b woluwpht wybih jwyp, wybh dwpnip b wybh fuwnwn nwpdubnt Yns Gu
hwdwju dwpnynrejwup:

3HAYEHME BOCMPUATUA TAIMCMAHOB FOHOLLECKUX OJIMMIMNIACKUX UIP ANA
HAPOJ,0B U UX CBA3b C OJIMMITU3MOM
tO. T. 'pueopsH, A. B. AsemucsaH
l'ocydapcmserHbili uHcmumym ¢busuyeckol Kynbmypbi

u cnopma ApmerHuu EpesaH, ApmeHus
AHHOTALMA

KnioueBble cnosa: Onumnuiickue wrpbl, TanMcmaH, ONMMMWIACKWIA cbnar, KynbTypa,
MUBOTHbBIE.

AKTyanbHoCTb MccnepoBaHua. B uctopum Onumnuiickmx urp TanmcmaHbl Brepsble
noasunuck B 1972 rogy Ha netHux Onumnuiickux urpax B Mionxexe. [lotom TanucmaHb! ctanm
obasatenbHbiMn Ha Onumnuiickux wrpax. TanucmaH, daken v mepanu Chnymat O4eHb
3PPEKTUBHBIMU  MHCTPYMEHTaMW ANA  BbIPaMEHWA KOHLENUMW BU3YyanbHOrO JAu3aiiHa,
CBA3AHHOIO C 3TUMKU npegmeTamu. [lpucMOTpeBLUMCL K MAEAM, LEMOHCTPUPYEMbIM Ha
Kampoih Onumnuage, MOMHO pasnUyUTb CMOPTMBHbLIN AYX W KynbTypHble OCOOEHHOCTM
MPVYHVMAIOLLLEN CTPaHbl.

LLenb uccneposanua. BbiABuTL 3HauMMocTb TanucmaHos tOHoweckux Onumnuiicknx
Urp ANA HapoAOB C TOYKM 3PEHWA BOCMPUATUA W CBA3N C ONUMMUICKUMM MAEAMU U
LLEHHOCTAMM.

MeToabl n opraHusauus uccnepoBaHuA. B xope vccneposaHusa 6binn usyyeHbl 7
TanncmaHos HOHowwecknx Onumnuitckux urp. bbin ncnonb3oBaH METOA U3y4YeHWA U aHanu3a
nnTepaTypHbIX NCTOYHUKOB.

AHanu3 nony4eHHbIx pe3ynbraToB. Muccua toHowweckux OnuMnuiickux urp coctount B
TOM, 4TOObl «OpraHu3oBaTb MepornpuATME JAAa obyyeHWA, BOBNEYEHUA W BAMAHUA Ha
MONOAbIX CMOPTCMEHOB, BJLOXHOBIAA MX Ha aKTUBHYIO pofib B CBOMX coobLuecTBax». M3yyan
TanucmaHbl  HOHowecknx ONMMIUIACKUX WUrp, MOMHO OTMETUTb, YTO B OCHOBHOM OHM

npeacrtaBn€Hbl B BUOE MUBOTHbIX. I'Ipmmeaneano, 4TO Ta/IMCMaHbl BblpamaroT KaKoi-To
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3M1EMEHT HaLMOHANbHOW KyNbTypbl, MW, APYrMMU CIOBaMW, BblpamatoT KynbTypy ropoga unu
CTpaHbl, NPeACTaBAIOLLEN Urpbl.

Kpatkue BbiBOAbl. TanucmaHbl toHowecknx  OnMMNWIACKUX  Urp  Bblpamarot
(pyHAaMeHTanbHble LEHHOCTU ONMMMU3Ma, HecyT LBeTa OnuMnuiickoro donara, ABAAIOTCA
UCTOYHUKOM BJ,OXHOBEHWA N CTPEMIEHUA K COBEPLLEHCTBY Y MONOAEMM, MPU3bIBOM KO BCEMY

HENOBEYECTBY CAENATb MUP NYHLLE, YULLE U MMpOﬂfOﬁMBee.
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