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Research relevance. One of the most
massive sporting events is undoubtedly the
Olympics. They originated from ancient
times, starting in Ancient Greece as the
worship of the main deity, Zeus, passed a
long historical path, were forgotten for a
long time and were reborn again at the end
of the 19th century [1].

The Olympic Games are a great
opportunity to create a festive atmosphere
and convey the history and culture of the
host city and the spirit of the local people. It
is very important for people to use colors
and symbols to express the cultural values of
the cities where the given events are
organized [6]. In this sense, Olympic mas-
cots are a unique carrier of Olympic culture.
They embody the Olympic spirit and also
convey the concept of hosting the Olympic
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Games, the history, culture and humanistic
spirit of the host city [7].

Mascots made their debut in the Olym-
pic Games' storied history during the 1972
Munich  Summer Olympics, subsequently
becoming an integral and obligatory element
of the event.

The purpose of the research is to
uncover the profound meaning of Olympic
Games mascots in the eyes of nations,
examining their association with Olympic
ideals and values.

Research methods and organization.
During the research, 14 mascots of the
studied. The

method of studying and analyzing literature

Summer Olympics were
sources was applied. For the description of
the mascots, the materials of the olym-
pics.com website, which is the official web-
site of the Olympic Games, were mostly used

[13].
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Analysis of the results obtained. In terms of globalization, national sports and
cultural interplay of sports play a very important role, and Olympic mascots should express
the Olympic spirit and cultural characteristics [5].

&
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Figure 1. Summer Olympic Games mascots
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Waldi was the first official mascot in the
history of the Olympic Summer Games
(Figure 1-a). It was presented during the
1972 Munich Games. It is a dachshund (dog),
a very popular animal in Bavaria, known for
its endurance, tenacity and agility. It can be
said that these qualities are extremely
important in achieving high sports achie-
vements of athletes.

The mascot is distinguished by several
colors. The head and tail are light blue, the
body is striped, and contains at least three
of the six Olympic colors.

In 1976 Summer Olympics were held in
Montreal. Here Amik was chosen as the
mascot, which in the Algonquin language
(widespread among the natives of Canada)
means a bear (Figure 1-b). Amik is depicted
in the Montreal Games logo with a red line,
symbolizing the ribbon traditionally used for
winners' medals.

1980 Summer Olympic Games were
held in Moscow, the capital of the former
USSR, where the mascot was the famous
bear Misha, whose full name is Mikhail
Potapich Toptigin (Figure 1-c). The bear is a
common animal in Russia, found in many
popular stories, songs and poems. Misha
wears a striped belt around her waist,
consisting of five bands in the colors of the

Olympic rings. In the center of the belt are

the five Olympic rings of the same color.
Misha the bear is considered the most
successful Olympic mascot to date [12].

Los Angeles was the host city of the
1984 Summer Olympics. Sam, the mascot
eagle of the games, looks friendly and
cheerful (Figure 1-d). With his national flag
design hat, he shows that he is a part of
American culture. It should also be noted
that a cartoon was created featuring the
mascot Sam as a detective who uses the
magic of the five Olympic rings in his hat to
get out of all kinds of situations.

The mascot of the 1988 Summer
Olympics held in Seoul was Hodori (Figure
1-e). Hodori's "Ho" is derived from the
Korean word for "tiger," while "Dori" is a
common diminutive of the male gender. The
tiger appears frequently in Korean folk art
and legends. Hodori wears the Olympic
rings around her neck. On his head is a
typical traditional Korean hat, sangmo. The
hat band is in the shape of Seoul's letter "S"
and comes in many different forms.

In 1992, the 25th Summer Olympic
Games took place in Barcelona. The mascot
was Cobi (Figure 1-f). The name Cobi is an
allusion to COOB'92, an acronym for the
1992

Barcelona Olympics. The name was chosen

Organizing Committee of the

because it is simple and easy to pronounce
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Cobi
Pyrenean Mountain dog in human form.
Atlanta was the host city of the 1996

in many languages. is a cubist

Summer Olympics. The games mascot,
originally named "Whatizit", was chosen by
32 American children aged 7 to 12 to be
named "lzzy" (Figure 1-g). An IT product,
lzzy is blue and wears sneakers. The five
Olympic rings are in different places around
his body. Izzy is an unusual mascot, as it is
neither an animal, nor a human form, nor
an object.

The 2000 Summer Olympics were held
in Sydney, where the mascots are the duck-
billed platypus (Syd), the kookaburra (Olly)
and the echidna or spiny anteater (Millie).
They symbolize water, air and earth
respectively (Figure 1-h). Their colors match
the Games flag and all three are typical
examples of Australian fauna. Alternatively,
Syd is a reference to Sydney, Olly to
Olympia, and Millie to the new millennium.
Also is the fact that the

kookaburra and the duck-billed platypus are

interesting

the two symbols of the Australian state of
New South Wales, whose capital is Sydney.
Phevos and Athena are the mascots of
the 2004 Summer Olympics in Athens
(Figure 1-i). The names of the two mascots
refer to the two gods of Olympus. Phevos is

another name for Apollo, the god of light

and music, Athena, the goddess of wisdom
and the protector of the city of Athens. Thus,
the two mascots symbolize the connection
between ancient Greece and the modern
Olympic Games. Phevos and Athena are
brother and sister. They are strangely
similar to the “daidala”, a bell-shaped
terracotta doll from the 7th century BC.
They symbolize the joy of play and the values
of Olympism. The mascots embody the unity
of man and woman through equality and
brotherhood. Phevos wears a blue dress,
reminiscent of the sea and the color of the
logo of the Games, while Athena wears an
orange dress, reminiscent of the sun and the
symbol of the Paralympic Games.

In ancient Greece, besides being a
children's toy, daidala had a symbolic func-
tion. Before marriage, girls would sacrifice
their doll and dress to the gods for purity
and fertility. The example that inspired the
mascots is on display at the National
Archaeological Museum in Athens.

The 29th Summer Olympic Games took
place in Beijing. The games differed in that
there were five mascots for the first time:
Beibei, Jingjing, Huanhuan, Yingying and
Nini (Figure 1-). Each name rhymes by
repeating the same syllable, which is a
traditional Chinese way of showing affection

for children. The five names together form
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the sentence "Welcome to Beijing" (Bei Jing
Huan Ying Nin). The mascots make up the
word "Fuwa" which translates to "lucky
dolls". The mascots correspond to the five
natural elements and, in addition to
Huanhuan, represent four famous animals
in China. Each mascot is the color of one of
the five Olympic rings. Everyone also has a
wish, as it was traditional in ancient Chinese
culture to convey wishes through signs or
symbols.

Let us present the five mascots. Beibei,
the fish, is a reference to the element of
water. He is blue, whose wish is well-being.
The waves on his head are based on
traditional ~ Chinese  painting  designs.
Jingjing, the panda, represents the forest.
He is black and his desire is happiness. Song
Dynasty (960-1279)

were the inspiration for the lotus flowers on

porcelain  paintings
her head. Yingying, the Tibetan antelope,
represents the earth. He is yellow and his
wish is health. Decorative elements from
Western China are depicted on his head.
Nini, the swallow, represents the sky. He is
green and his wish is success. Its design is
inspired by those depicted on Chinese kites.
Swallow is pronounced "yan" in Chinese, and
the old name of Beijing was "Yanjing".
Huanhuan is a child of fire. He is red and

conveys the passion of sports and also

symbolizes the Olympic flame and spirit.
Dunhuang grotto art inspired his head
decoration as well as successful traditional
designs.

London hosted the 30th Summer
Olympic Games. Wenlock (Figure 1-k), the
Games mascot, is named after the
Shropshire town of Much Wenlock, where in
the mid-nineteenth century Dr. Brooks
founded the Wenlock Olympics, de Couber-
tin's inspiration for the modern Olympic
movement [2]. The mascot's head light
mirrors that found on London's famous
black cabs, with the shape of the front
identical to the roof of the Olympic Stadium.
His eye is a camera lens, he captures
everything he sees. On his wrists he wears
five bracelets in the colors of the Olympic
rings, and the three points on his head
represent the three places on the pedestal
for medalists [4].

The 31st Summer Olympic Games were
held in Rio de Janeiro, where Vinicius was
chosen as the mascot (Figure 1-l). Its name
is a tribute to the Brazilian poet and lyricist
Vinicius de Moraes. Vinicius is a mix of
different Brazilian animals. His designs are
inspired by pop culture as well as video
game and animated characters. Along with
Vinicius

his  Paralympic  counterpart,

represents the diversity of the Brazilian
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people and culture, as well as its luxurious
nature [8].

The 2020 Summer Olympic Games
took place in Tokyo, the capital of Japan, with
a one-year delay due to the COVID-19. The
Olympic mascot was called Miraitowa, which
is derived from the Japanese words "mirai" -
future and "towa" - eternity (Figure 1-m).
Miraitowa and Someiti (the mascot of the
Paralympic Games) are both anthropo-
morphic (a human attribute) and an ergonim
(an inanimate attribute) [10].

The name Miraitowa, a neologism, is a
combination of the Japanese words "mirai"
meaning future and "towa" referring to the
idea of eternity [3]. The mascot was chosen
to promote a hopeful future in people's
hearts. With its traditional and futuristic
style, the mascot embodies both the old and
the new, emulating the so-called "harmony
to innovation" concept. He wears the symbol
of the Tokyo 2020 Games on his forehead,
with a traditional chess board motif made up
of three different sized indigo blue
rectangles. Miraitowa's identity is connected
with Japanese culture, her name is very
inspiring [11]. It carries values as well as
cultural elements [9].

The name of the Paris 2024 mascot is
Olympic Phryge (Figure 1-n), based on the

traditional small Phrygian hats that the

mascots are shaped after. The name and
design were chosen as symbols of freedom
and to represent allegorical figures of the
French republic. The Olympic Phryge took
the form of a Phrygian cap. As Paris 2024's
vision is to show that sport can change lives,
mascots will play a major role in leading a
revolution through sport. The Phryge is
decorated in blue, white and red, the colors
of France's famous tricolor flag, with the
gold Paris 2024 logo on the chest. Based on
the Paris 2024 Olympic and Paralympic
mascots, the Phrygian caps have been a
symbol of freedom throughout French
history. They are a common reference for
the French, including in the art world (as a
metaphor for freedom) and as a symbol of
the Republic in French institutions. The
motto of Olympic Phryge and Paralympic
Phryge is "Alone we go faster, but together
we move forward", representing the ways in
which mascots and the people of the world,
working side by side, can make each other
better.

Conclusion. During the research, 14
mascots of the Summer Olympic Games
were studied. There are seven mascots in
the form of an animal or a bird, but it should
be noted that in addition to those seven, one
of the mascots also includes an animal,

another a dog in human form, and in the
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case of the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, a
cubist dog. It turns out that ten mascots are
represented in the form of an animal or a
bird. Let's add that seven of the 14 mascots
are in the colors or rings of the Olympic flag,
and nine are related to the culture of the city
and country hosting the Games.

It turns out that ten of the 14 mascots
of the Olympic Games are in the shape of an

animal or a bird, which, by the way, are very

popular in the country presenting the
Games. Some of them even have national
significance for countries or cities, from
which it can be concluded that the mascots
are not chosen randomly at all, but have a
special meaning for each city and country
hosting the Games. There are also a large
number of mascots that somehow reflect the

Olympic flag or rings.
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Swywuipwih dhapluluwts hnyipnipwyh b uynpph
whypwlwt htuphippnup Gplwt, <wywuywb

uveneughr

Unwugpwjhtt pwnbp: Ohdwyhwlwt fuwnbp, pwhudwu, ojhdwyhwlwl npny,
olhdwhwlwu onwlutip, dywynyp:

LEwnwqgnuiniyejut wpnhwlwunyeyniup: (Gwihudwuubpu ohdwhwlwu ngnt Uk
Gphunwuwpnneniup qquint b Gpbluwubph ubpgpwyywoénieniut wwwhnybine jwyw-
gnyu dhongubiphg bu' ohdwyhwlwu fuwnbph wbuwubih nbdpny b hwjnupnieywdp: Uu
ninnniejwdp wufunwwihbip b nupsdb] pwihudwuubph oguwgnpdnwdu Ohdwyhwlwu
fuwntph gnywanh b dwuvwjwwuwgdwu hwdwp:

Chwnwgnuineyutu tywwwyp: Pwgwhwjnb] Ohdwhwlwu fuwnbiph pwhu-
dwuubph bpwuwynigniup dnnnydnipnubph hwdwp' pulywdwu nbuwuyniuhg b npwg
Yuwuwp ohdyhwlwu qunwihwpubph bW wpdtipubiph htw:

Chwnwgnuingeyuu  dkpnnutpp b Yuqiwlybpynuip: <Gunwgnunnipjwtu  pu-
pwgpntd nunwuwuhpyti £ Wwnwiht ojhdyhwwu fuwnbiph 14 pwihudwu: Yhpwnyb)
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E gpwywunigjwt wnpnipubph nwnuuwuppnigiwu W ybpindnuygjwu dbpnnp: (Gwihu-
dwuubph uqwpwagpniejwt hwdwp hhduwlwund oguwagnpdyly Gu Ojhdwyhwlwu
fuwnbiph olympics.com wwaownnuwywu Yuwypp:

Uwnwgywé wpryniupubph gGppndnipyniu: <Gunwgnunipjwt pupwgpnud dbip
Ynnuhg nwnwuwuhpybip b Udwnwjhtu ojhdwhwlwu fuwnbiph 14 pwihudwu: Y&unwunt
Ywd pnsuh Yapwwpwupny pwhudwutbpp jnpu Gu, uwlwju whwnp £ Uk, np pwgh win
Jnehg, pPwihudwuubphg Jdbyp ubpwnnd b uwlb Yeunwuh, dey niphop’ dwpnywihu
YEpwwpwup unwgwsd oniu, huly 1992 p. Pwpubinuwh Ohdwyhwlwu fuwnbph nbwypnd'
Yniphunmwwu onit: Munwtwuhpywd 14 pwihudwlubiphg jnpp olhdwhwlwu npnoh
gnyubipny Ywd onwyubpny Gu, phut k| wnusynid Gu fuwnbpp ubplujwgunn pwnwph nt
tpyph dawlnyeh hbun:

Cwdwnnn kqpuljugnipyniu: Ohdwhwlwt fuwntiph 14 pwhudwuutiphg twup
ytunwunt Ywd pnguh YEpwwnpwupny Gu, npnup, h nbw, fuwntipp uipyujwgunn Gpypnud
owwn Ubd tnwpwoénwd niubiu: Lpwughg npn2ubkiptu wugwd wqgquiht bpwlwynie)niu Ntuku
Gnpypubiph Ywd pwnwpubiph hwdwp, nphg Ywnbh £ Ggpuwlwgub), np pwihudwutbpu
wdbulhu £ wwwwhwwu s6u puinpynid, w) hwwnnty tawuwynyentu niubu fuwnbpu
punniunn jnipwpwuginip pwnwph W Gpypph hwdwp: UGS phy U Juqdnd uwl
olhdwyhwwu npn2p Ywd onwyubipp nplt Yepw wpunwgninn pwihudwubpp:

TAJIMCMAHbI OJIMMNUIACKUX UTP: dOPMUPOBAHUE HALLUOHAJIbHbIX
NPELCTABNEHWIA U LEHHOCTEIA
1O.I". [pueopaH, A. B. AsemucsH,
l'ocydapcmserHbil uHcmumym ¢busudeckol Kynsmypbi

u cnopma Apmeruu, EpesaH, ApmeHus
AHHOTALMA

Kniouesble cnoBa: Onvmnuiickue wrpbl, TanucMaH, ONUMMWKCKUIA donar, onuMnuii-
CKME Konblia, KynbTypa.

AkTyanbHocTb uccnepoBaHua. OnuMnuiickie Urpbl — 3To NpeKpacHas BO3MOKHOCTb
co34aTb NpasgHUYHYIO atMocdepy 1 nepefatb UCTOPUIO U KYNbTypy FOpoja-opraHn3aTopa.

B stom cmbicne onuMnuiACKME TanucMaHbl ABAAKOTCA BaMHbIM HOCUTENIEM ONUMIMMUINCKOMN
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KynbTypbl. OHM BONNOLLLAKOT ONMMMMIACKMIA flyX, @ TaKMe nepefaroT KOHLEMLWIO NpoBefeHunA
OnMMNUIACKUX Urp, NCTOPUIO, KYNbTYpY U F'YMaHUCTUYECKUI1 AyX NPUHUMAIOLLLEro ropoja.

Lenb uccneposanus. BbiaBuTb 3HauMmocTb TanucmaHoB Onumnuiickux urp ana
HapOAO0B C TOYKM 3PEHNA BOCTIPUATUA U UX CBA3M C ONUMMUINCKUMU NOEAMU U LEHHOCTAMM.

MeToabl n opranusauua uccnegobanus. B xoge nccnegosaHma 6binn usyyexbl 14
TanucmaHos netHux Onumnuiickux urp. [MpuMeHAnMCb MeTofbl M3yYeHUA W aHanusa
NUTEpaTYpHbIX UCTOYHMKOB W obobuieHna. [lna onucaHWA Bcex TaaMCMaHOB aBTOPbl B
OCHOBHOM MCMonb3oBanu ouumanbHblid cailt Onumnuiickux urp olympics.com.

AHanu3 nonyyeHHbIx pe3ynbTatoB. B xofe uccnegosaHuA Mbl usyuunu 14
TanucmaHos netHux Onumnuiickux urp. ECTb ceMb TanMCMaHOB MMBOTHbIX MAM NTUL, HO
cnefyet OTMETUTb, YTO MOMMMO 3TUX CEMM, OJMH W3 TaMCMaHOB TaKMe BKIloYaeT B ceba
HNBOTHOE, Apyroin - cobaky B yenoseveckom obnuke, a B cnydae Onumnuiickux urp 1992
roga B bapcenone Kybuctnyeckas cobaka. Cemb 13 14 nsyyeHHbIX TanMCMaHOB UMEIOT LiBeTa
UnU KonbLa ONMMNWIACKOro dnara, a [eBATb CBA3aHbl C KynbTypoil ropoja W CTpaHbl,
NPYHVMAIOLLLEN UTPbl.

Kpatkue BbiBogbl. [lecatb n3 14 tanucmaHos Onaumnuitickux urp umetoT dhopmy
MMBOTHOTO MW NTULbI, KOTOPbIE, KCTaTW, OYeHb MONYNAPHbI B CTpaHe, NpeacTaBnAtoLLeil
Wrpbl. HekoTopble 13 HUX UMEIOT Aame HalMoHaNbHOE 3HaueHne AN1A CTpaH UAK ropojos, 13
YEro MOMHO CfenaTb BbIBOJ, YTO TaMCMaHbl BbIOMPAKOTCA BOBCE HE CAy4vaiiHO, a UMEOT
ocoboe 3HauYeHue 1A Kam[oro ropofia U cTpaHbl, NpuHuMatoLLeit Urpbl. Takike cyuiectsyet
6onblloe KONMYECTBO TaNMCMaHOB, KOTOPbIE TaK MW MHaYe OTpamatoT OAUMMMNIACKMIA dnar

NN KoNbla.

StnGynipymuutp hGnhuwlubph Jwupt
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whbwmwlwu htunpuinun, Gplwt, <wjwunw,
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