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Research relevance: In recent
years, tourism has been considered as one
of the fastest-growing and most profitable
spheres of the world economy. It has
acquired a global character and has a
significant impact on the national economies
of many countries around the world. Tou-
rism has been declared as a priority sphere
of the economy in the Reublic of Armenia.
Taking into account favourable climate
conditions of the Republic of Armenia, it
should be noted that there are appropriate
prerequisites for sports tourism develop-
ment. In this regard, the main directions,
features and problems of creating, impro-
ving and developing a system of sports
tourism in the Republic of Armenia are

particularly important.

E. G. Hakobyan,
Armenian State Institute of Physical Culture
and Sport, Yerevan, Armenia

Research aim and problems: Based
on the systematic study and analysis of the
current issues of sports tourism in the
Republic of Armenia, it is necessary to work
out the theoretical, practical and conceptual
foundations for its development, thus, the
following tasks have been proposed:

e Study the essence and types of
sports tourism.

e |dentify the role and importance of
sports tourism in the country's economy and
in the sports sphere.

e Contribute to the establishment of
effective sports tourism in the Republic of
Armenia.

o Identify the potential opportunities
and prospects for the development of the
main types of sports tourism in the Republic
of Armenia.

Research methods and organiza-
tion: We used the theoretical and methodo-
logical analysis of the literature, as well as

the methods of sociological surveys of data
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collection and grouping, analysis and com-
bination, testing, induction and deduction,
proposition of hypotheses were applied.
Research Results Analysis. Sports
and healthy lifestyle play an important role
for all age groups of the population. Sports
tourism is an independent and socially
oriented sphere, a type of sport, a way of life
for the sensitive part of the society, an
effective means for the spiritual and physical

development of the individual, a form of

caring for nature, education and
upbringing, mutual understanding and
mutual respect between nations and

nationalities, which is based on life, on
history, culture, real acquaintance with
national customs, as well as a more massive
recreation. The

form  of country's

geographical location and natural resources
are a guarantee for the development of
sports tourism in Armenia.

Despite the great opportunities of the
current potential, its social and economic
importance, sports tourism is not sufficiently
developed in Armenia. The difficulties faced
by the development of sports tourism are
primarily related to the economic problems
of the development of the society, as well as
the lack of state and public support for this
sport.

Development of sports tourism is
directly related to the degree of general
tourism development.

To find out how much the youth are
interested in sports tourism in Armenia, we
conducted the following survey.

Have you heard of sports tourism and adventure
tourism? 100 respondents

M Yes

H No

Diagram 1.
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Gender of respondents, 100 respondents

H Male

B Female

Diagram 2.

To the question, what types of sports tourism they are familiar with, we received the

following answers.

What types of sports tourism are you familiar with?
100 respondents
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According to a number of orga-
nizations mountaineering is one of the pro-
mising directions of sports tourism in
Armenia.The development of this direction
is promoted by deep gorges and high-
altitude mountains of Armenia, which attract
fans of this sport. The largest mountaine-
ering center of the Republic is the four-
peaked Aragats (4090 m). The northern di-
rection of Mount Aragats is of special in-
terest for most mountaineers, as conquering
it requires the highest level of preparation.
The northern side of the mountain is also
interesting because one of the wonders of
nature,Lake Kari, can be seen here.

Another  popular
destination is Mount Khustup (3206 m), the
conquest of which is quite difficult, but the

mountaineering

impressions are unique. Fans of extreme
sports will not be indifferent to the Gorge of
Noravank. It is located 80 km southeast of
Yerevan. Here one can see steeply rising
rocks, lush vegetation and the Arpa River
going down through gorges.

Currently, trekking is a popular form
of tourism in Armenia. In contrast to
mountaineering, trekking does not require
any special trainings and preparations, and
it is mainly of recreational significance.
There are many routes for trekking that pass
through mountainous areas and in the
wilderness. One of the most popular routes

is the way from Lake Parz to Goshavank

through forests in Dilijan. The village of
Yenokavan in the region of Tavush is also
gaining great popularity with its "El Extreme"
park offering a large variety of extreme
tourism, including some kinds of extreme
sports like zipline, as well as paragliding
flights which are carried out by the "Sky
Club ".

The fact that the trekking routes
mainly pass through mountainous areas and
unite various historical and cultural monu-
ments has a decisive influence on the
development of trekking in Armenia.

Mountain skiing has had a high
demand among tourists in Armenia. Tsagh-
kadzor, Jermuk, Aparan, Ashotsk and Ama-
sia are famous places for the development of
mountain skiing. Tsakhkadzor, due to its
natural conditions and climate, is considered
a sports city, there is a sports base
corresponding to international standards,
where world-renowned athletes have their
training. Now it has all the necessary infra-
structure, ski slopes that meet the required
standards. There are dozens of ski slopes in
Tsakhkadzor, the total length of which is
about 7,200 meters. The period for skiing in
Tsakhkadzor

December to March. Comfortable conditions

is considered to be from

for snowboarding and mountain skiing can
also be found in Jermuk, Ashotsk, Aparan
and Amasia.
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Water

rafting, is one of the newly developing

tourism, in particular,
directions of sports tourism. In 2018 a
rafting event was held for the first time on
the river Debet in Tumanyan community,
region of Lori. Armenian and foreign
experts carried out studies and stated that
the Debet has a favorable degree of difficulty
for rafting. Among other rivers of Armenia,
where you can go rafting, the Tartar,the
Dzoraget and the Kasakh also stand out.
However, it should be noted that the Debet
is the most suitable and the safest river for
amateur purposes.

Among water sports in Armenia, SSP
(surfing standing paddling on a water board)
is also developing rapidly. Lake Arpa is an
ideal environment for practicing this sport.
Surfing is considered one of the rapidly
developing areas of sports tourism and can
be easily localized on almost all standing
water surfaces in Armenia without large
financial investments.

Of air sports, paragliding and hot air
balloon riding are gradually developing.
Having favorable landscapes and weather
conditions, Armenia has wide range of
opportunities to develop this sport. Most
flights are carried out between May and
November. The Sky Club is the leader in this
field. The main places for paragliding are
mountains Hatis and Teghenis, as well as the
nearby hills in Aparan, Vedi, Tsovagyugh,

Guta. Each of these places has its own
advantages, and depending on weather
conditions, the flight duration may vary.
Off-roading is also a developing and
popular field, which is mainly dealt with in
Armenia by the "4*4" off-road traffic club
today. Numerous national and international
car races were held, with the participation of
clubs and individual drivers from
neighboring countries. Taking into account
the mountainous surface of our republic and
the scarcity of paved roads, the off-roading
has wide opportunities to develop and gain
international recognition in Armenia, but to
gain this result it requires state support.
Vanadzor can become an excellent
place for sports tourism, which will be
facilitated by the creation of a tourist ski
complex on the northern slopes of mountain
Pambak by Canadians. It will include a
ropeway with the necessary infrastructure at
the foot of Maymekh. The height of mountain
Maymekh is 3081 meters. The total cost of
the project is 4 billion 700 million AMD.
Lernanist, located 49 km from
Yerevan, is one more favorable place for the
development of winter tourism. Here the
snow cover lasts for 4 months in winter.
There are also steep mountain slopes that
promote the development of skiing. In 2017,
in Lernanist community, a ski slope and a
350-meter-long ropeway were built with

private investments. Nearby there is a tourist
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facility, service points with necessary acces-
sories, as well as food court, in the future it
is planned to build a guest house and other

service facilities.

carried out the following survey.

Gender of the participants, 102 participants

H Male
M Female
Diagram 4
What kind of sports tourism would you like to do in
Armenia?
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In order to get a better idea of the
preferences of tourists arriving in Armenia
in connection with sports tourism, we
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After

available documentary data, we came to the

Conclusion. studying the
following conclusion.There are sufficient
resources for the development of sports
tourism in the Republic of Armenia.

Sociological surveys and conversations
prove that the interest in sports tourism
among the youth is quite high, and their
involvement in various sports is gradually
increasing. The attitude of foreigners and
foreign organizations towards the level of
the development of sports tourism in
Armenia and their further improvement is
quite promising. It is noteworthy that the
field of sports tourism in RA is mostly
accessible. However, some problems hinder

and slow down the development of a number

of directions. The most common obstacles
are incomplete development of
infrastructure for the development of sports
tourism, lack of efficient management,
organizational and financial systems in the
field of sports tourism, low development of
transport infrastructure, insufficient num-
ber of professional staff, lack of specialized
schools and safety standards.

For the development of sports tou-
rism, it is necessary to create a favorable and
accessible tourist environment, to generate
new and competitive tourism results, pro-
vide complete statistics. The above-mentio-
ned actions should be carried out syste-

matically and gradually.
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MNPEQNOCBLIUIKN PA3BUTUA CNOPTUBHOIO TYPU3MA B PECNYBJIMKE APMEHUA
E. . AkonsaH
locypapcTBeHHbI# MHCTUTYT (pu3NYECKOil KyNbTypbl

u cnopta Apmenun, Epesan, Apmenus
AHHOTALLNA

KnioueBble cnoBa: CMOPTMBHbBIVA TYpu3M, MPUKIOYEHYECKUIA TYpu3M, paddTUHT,
TPEVKWHI, FOPHONbIKHBIA CMOPT, anbMUHM3M, MapanbnvHWU3M, NPUPOAHO-KIMMATUYECKne
ycnosua, odpdp-poya, cHoybopa.

AKkTyanbHoCTb MccnepoBaHua. B nocnegHue rogbl Typu3M ABAAETCA OOHUM W3
6bICTPO pa3BUBAIOLLMXCA U NPUObINbHbBIX OTpacneli MMPOBO 3KOHOMMKU. DTo cdhepa nmeeT

cywecTtBeHHEE BIMAHNE Ha HaLMOHAlIbHbIE 3KOHOMWKU MHOTUX CTpaH.
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B ApmeHun Typusm obbsBneH  NpPUOPUTETHOW CPepoil SKOHOMUKW. YuUTbIBasA
NpUpogHo-KnuMatnyeckue ycnosua Pecnybnukn ApmeHus, HYMHO KOHCTaTMpoBaTb, 4TO
MPUCYTCTBYIOT COOTBETCTBYIOLLME MPEANOCLUIKN, ANA Pa3BUTUA CMOPTUBHOIO TypuU3Mma.

Lenb n 3apava uccnegosaHuAa. Ha ocHoBe MccCnefoBaHMA U aHanu3a TeEKYLLUX
cMCTeMHbIX npobnem cnopTuHoro Typusma Pecnybnukm Apmenun, 6binu npepnomeHbl
cnepytoLLme 3ajaqn:

® CCNEAoBaTh CYLLHOCTb CMIOPTUBHOIO TypusMa, €ero Bufbl.

* BbIABUTb PO/ib U 3Ha4€HWEe CMOPTUBHOIO TypuamMa B cdpepe crnopTta U B IKOHOMMUKE
CTpaHbl.

e BbIABNATDb MOTEHLMAN PasBUTUA U MEPCNEKTVBbI OCHOBHbIX BWAOB CMOPTUBHOMO
Typu3ma B PA.

MeToabl 1 opraHusauua uccneposaHus. B xoge uvccnepoBaHWA MCMONb30BaHbI
JaHHble nUTepaTypbl Mo U3yyaemoii npobnembl.

AHanus pesynbTatoB uccnegosaHua. CrnopT u 300poBblii 06pa3 MWU3HW KUMeroT
BaMHEliLLYIO ponb ANA BCEX BO3PACTHbIX rpynn Hacenenua. CrOPTUBHbIA Typu3m 3TO
CaMOCTOATENbHbI W VMMEIOLLMIA COLManbHYlO OpUeHTaLuIo oTpacib, BWf criopTta, obpas
MU3HM, NPUPOJOOXPaHHbIN MpoLecc, a Tak Me BWA MaccoBoro oTpbixa. B ApmeHuu
rapaHTamu pasBUTWUA CMOPTUBHOIO Typu3Mma ABAAOTCA reorpaPuyeckoe MonomeHne u
npupogHble 6oratctBa cTpaHbl. HecmMoTpA Ha UMelOLMeMcA MNOTEHLMan M BaMHOCTb
IKOHOMMYECKOTO U COLMANbHOMO 3HAYEHUA- CMOPTUBHbIVA Typusm B ApMEHWM He pa3BuT
LOMKHBbIM 06Pa30M, CMOMHOCTH, C KOTOPbIMU CTANIKMBAETCA CMOPTUBHbIV Typr3M B ApMeHun,
CBA3aHbl C 9KOHOMMYECKUMU MpobneMamu pasBUTUA HACENEHUA, a TaK He C HEA0CTaTOYHOW
rocyfaapcTBeHHoi 1 oblyecTBeHHoW noanepmkoil. CnopTUBHbBIA Typu3M HenocpencTBEHHO
CBA3aH CO CTEMeHIo pa3BuTMA obLero Typusma. Kak nokasanu Halm HabntogeHNA B Kpyrax
MOMOAEMMN- MPEACTaBNEHNA O CMOPTMBHOM TypU3Me JOBOJBbHO CKyAHble. Buabl cnoptueHoro
Typusma elle He pasBuT. B cpepe npubbiBlIMX TYpUCTOB B Hally CTpaHy, HambonbLuyto
MOMyNAPHOCTb NPEACTaBAOT FOPHONbIMHBIN CNOPT, TPENKUHT 1 CKanonasaHue.

Kpatkue BbiBoabl. M3yyas chakTuyeckme paHHble, Obinn chenaHbl cnepytoLive
BbiBOAbl- B Pecnybnuke ApmeHVA uVMelOTCA [OCTaTOYHblE PECYpCbl ANA  pas3BUTMA
CMOPTUBHOTO Typu3ma. XapaKTepHO, 4TO B ApMEHWM CMOPTUBHBIN TYypu3M B OCHOBHOM
AOCTYMEH, HO CyLLLECTBYIOT NPobieMbl, KOTOPbIE MELLIAIOT U 3aMeAIAIOT Pa3BUTUE HEKOTOPbIX
OTHENbHbIX €ro HampaBieHWii. JTa 3ajadva AOMKHAa HaliTu CBOE pelleHue MOCTENEHHO U

CNCTEMATUYHO.
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